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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITH
CLEAN ENERGY PROGRAMS

Healthy economic growth and clean energy development in small cities and rural areas
need not be centered on high-tech enterprises or new facilities. Rather, they can employ locally
available resources such as private contractors and trained volunteers to reduce energy
consumption in existing housing units and commercial spaces or to install solar and wind
powered energy units. The Cincinnati example, Home Weatherization Assistance Program
(below), saves energy and reduces energy bills, helping small businesses and homeowners to
direct limited resources to more productive uses; the New Hampshire example, the Plymouth
Area Renewable Energy Initiative (next page), produces clean, renewable neighborhood energy
with the same goals.

The Cincinnati Example

The Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community Action Agency is a private, non-profit
organization that has served as a lifeline for low-income children and adults throughout
Hamilton County for more than four decades. Delivering a seamless system of services, CAA
provides assistance with employment, supportive services, home energy, early childhood
education, housing, and youth programs.

Home Weatherization Assistance Program

By weatherizing homes and apartments, Home Weatherization Assistance Program
groups help families reduce their energy consumption and therefore, lower their utility bills. Not
only is this good for low-income families struggling to pay their bills, but it’s also beneficial for
our environment, reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

“After the services were performed, the crew cleaned up after themselves and shook my hand
goodbye. That was the best handshake I have ever had in my life. You see, I would have sleepless nights
not knowing how I would pay my gas bills. Some of those nights were filled with nightmares and
headaches in the morning. Now I wake up warm, without the headaches and full of relief. My furnace
comes on a few times a day, instead of running all day. I am very confident you have saved me thousands
of dollars a year. I hope this program goes on forever. You’re helping our natural resources, helping the
economy and families.”

Home Weatherization Assistance Program households lower utility bills by making
homes more energy efficient. Trained weatherization experts use the most advanced technologies
and testing protocols available in the housing industry to identify and repair health, safety, and
comfort problems common in older homes. Services include: replacing incandescent bulbs with
compact fluorescent bulbs; insulating the attic, basement, and exterior walls; replacing or
repairing the heating system; and numerous other energy saving updates.

www.cincy-caa.org




