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LOU ZELLER Wl cone everybody. This is the People's
Hearing on International Paper permtting and pollution.
It's good to see you all here tonight. W' ve got about so
far ten speakers signed up on the sign-up list to nmake
comments tonight. The conmments that will be nade tonight
will be transcribed as well as videotaped, and we plan to
take this record of testinmony fromyou to deliver to the
Division of Air Quality in Raleigh, which is the permtting
agency for the air permts for International Paper. W wll
al so take this record to the Environnental Protection Agency
in Atlanta, who has oversight over the state permtting
process.

Now, nmy name is Lou Zeller; and I'"'mw th the Blue Ri dge
Envi ronnment al Defense League. This is a part of the Be Safe
Canmpaign. It's not just the Blue Ridge Environnental
Def ense League; there are other organizati ons which are a
part of the Be Safe Canpai gn, which you can see the |ogo
behind me; it's an environmental health alliance, which is
based on the precautionary principle. Oher nmenbers in
North Carolina AA sonme of them are here tonight AA
participating in the statew de Be Safe Canpai gn include the
Swanp Watch Action Team AA Gean right there, everybody knows
Gean; the Clean Water Fund of North Carolina is also a

charter nmenber of the Be Safe Canpaign in North Carolina.
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And at this point we have about half a dozen ot her nenbers
in addition to them

The precautionary principle is fairly straight forward.
It means better safe than sorry. It's a scientific
principle, which is based on known harm from pollutants to
the air, to the water, to the soil, and to the food we eat.
The Be Safe Canpaign is based on the precautionary
principle, which says that if there is an activity which
causes human harm or can be expected human harm that you
should either limt that activity insofar humanly possible
or prohibit it altogether if it is not possible. So, the
precautionary principle is a new basis for allow ng
i ndustrial devel opnent, commerci al devel opnent and even
househol d handling of materials. It is a goal, and it is an
instruction into how we can make our conmunities safer
rather than the permt to pollute, rather than the maxi num
| egal anount of pollution determ ned by the environnental
agency either in Washington, or in the state capital, or
closer to home. W can talk a little bit nore about that at
sonme time. There are sone fact sheets out front if you want
to |l earn nore about the Precautionary Principle. It is a
princi ple accepted worl dwi de and nore and nore.

The hearing tonight is a true hearing, having people
here that may have attended other hearings in the past. W

will not have a clock on you. At this point we have about
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ten speakers signed up to speak; and so, we will just ask
you to be consider of the other speakers who are here
tonight and a five-mnute statenent is normally as nmuch as
needs to be said; but like | said, we will not limt you in
your time. Just be considerate of other people here
tonight. And we will nove to that sign-up list right after
this presentation here.

| nternational Paper is seeking new air permts to

operate its kraft paper mll. Sonme of you nmay have worked
in the paper mll in the past and may know sonet hi ng about
this; but the basic outline of what a paper mll does, is it

cooks wood chips in chem cals AA hydrogen sul fide AA not
hydrogen sul fide, sodium sul fide and sodi um hydroxi de AA to
remove the materials which hold the wood fi bers together.
Thi s di gestion process breaks down the wood and chl orine
pul p. Turpentine is formed as a by-product in this
typically when pine is used. And chlorine dioxide is added
to this pulp mxture to whiten the mxture, to brighten it,
to make the paper that we use in our everyday lives. And
the whiten pulp is, of course, made into paper.

This is a diagramof a typical pulp mll. This is
taken fromthe United States Environnental Protection Agency
overview of a kraft pul p paper meking system Here it shows
t he wood chi ps, the wood chips entering the systemup here,

and the pul p washing system an evaporator system a
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chem cal recovery system AA sonme of the chemicals used in

t he wood process are returned to the boilers and burned off;
this is an oxygen and delignification system This is
simlar to the one used, for exanple, at International Paper
here at R egelwbod. This is the bleaching systemright down
here. There are the refiners and cleaners, the de-knotters
whi ch renoves sonme of the clunps of wood at the end of the
process, and then |ast but not |east is the paper making
systemright here.

The bl eached kraft paper meking process, |like |I said,
conbi nes sodi um sul fi de and sodi um hydroxi de to renove the
mat eri al that holds the wood together. The processing of
the raw pulp is the way to renove inpurities in the wood and
spent chem cals by de-knotting or taking out quantities of
wood fiber that are not broken down by the process.

In the chem cal recovery process, which concentrates
used |iquor for conbustion in a recovery boiler, there's a
gas collection system which gathers em ssions fromthe
pul pi ng operations for burning in the line kilns, recovery
boil ers, or sonetines the power boilers as is done at
| nt ernati onal Paper.

There is a condensate stripping, which renbves organic
conmpounds and reduces sul fur conmpounds whi ch are produced in

t he paper process. That is the hydrogen sulfide gas, just
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for exanple, one of those conpounds that snell like rotten
eggs.

The bl eaching process AA and I P uses a chlorine dioxide
to brighten the mxture, as | said before, to nake the pul p
m xture go frombrown to white for paper making. The
chlorine dioxide in itself is problematic. There are other
nmet hods which may be used. |In fact, there are other
met hods, which are used by other industrial paper maekers
around the world and even in the United States that
elimnate the use of chlorine dioxide, which is one of the
nost problematic chemcals in the paper nmaking process. It
results in some of the nost toxic chem cals known to humans
on the planet; that is dioxins and furans, which are
persi stent chem cals which cause birth defects. They're
some known carcinogens in extrenmely small anounts. So, that
is one of the nost serious effects fromthe paper making
process.

Paper mlls are known for their water pollution but
since we're here tal king about an air permt, | wanted to
bring fromtheir Title V permt a list of sone of the
pollutants which are emtted into the atnosphere.
Particulate Matter in a year could be as much as 2,192 tons.
Sul fur Dioxide, 2,830 tons annually. Volatile Organic
Compounds, 1,400 tons. Hydrogen Oxide is 5,408 tons; Carbon

Monoxi de, which is a gas which is very harnful, 6,214 tons
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per year; and the total hazardous air pollutants in an
aggregat e, including hydrogen sul fide and many ot her
conpounds ampunts to over 1,000 tons of hazardous air
pol | ut ant s.

These are sone of the pollutants, which are listed in
the Title V permt for the Riegelwood mll. Some of these

conmpounds are quite high. Methylene Chloride is a toxic

conmpound, 18 mllion pounds per year; sulfuric acid is
admtted into the atnosphere, over a mllion pounds per
year.

Acet al dehyde, over 7 1/2 million pounds per year may be

emtted by this plant under the proposed permt. 137,000
pounds of nmercury conpounds may be emtted into the
at nosphere; 72,000 pounds of fornmal dehyde.

Hydrogen chloride, which is emtted fromthis type of
facility, typically comes fromtheir carbon boiler; hydrogen
sul fide, for exanple, is harnful to the gastrointestinal
system to your stomach and to your digestive system AA al so
toxic to the liver and it's also toxic to many ot her organs.

Met hanol is also emtted here. | know sone of those
speakers may tal k about nethanol tonight. Nitrogen oxide is
also emtted in large anounts here. Nitrogen oxide is an
acute respiratory irritant and a harnful air pollutant. It

also is a precursor to snog.
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Phenols are enmitted fromthe power boilers, the brown

stock washers and effluent treatnent systenms. It is also a
snog precursor. |It's deadly to fish; it's toxic to your own
ki dneys.

Sul fur oxide, sulfur dioxide, sulfur trioxide and other
sul fur compounds cone from many sources, including the
recovery boilers, the Iime kiln, power blowers and the
washers and what not. But it is an irritant to the eyes.

It is a precursor to fine particulate matter in the
at nosphere, which is harnful, for exanple, in causing
enphysema, asthma, and bronchitis.

| nmentioned tje hydrogen sulfide; the sulfur conpounds
conme froma variety of sources AA again, the recovery boiler
and the gas collecting system Hydrogen sulfide is really a
t oxi ¢ conpound heavier than air, which neans it tends to
concentrate at the ground; so, there can be higher |evels at
ground |l evel than there are in the upper atnosphere, causing
maj or health effects, particularly if it drifts closer to
home. Hydrogen sulfide is also known to cause changes in
the way we think, psychol ogical disturbances. 1In fact, in
some communi ti es where hydrogen sulfide | evels are high
i ncludi ng asphalt plants as well as paper mlls, there have
been detected an increased nunber of suicides in those
communities. So, it is a very harnful conpound, and the

nore we find out about it, the scarier it is. Hydrogen
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sul fide is now being considered for reduction in the |egal
anount of pollution that nay be emtted every year, by the
State of North Carolina, but not in this permt.

The International Paper permt also AA the conpany al so
seeks to have new technol ogy for a pollution-tradi ng schene,
which is outlined here in this application. This shows the
pl uses and m nuses, what they expect to increase and
decrease, in the air pollutants in a particular year, in
tons per year. This shows an increase under the system of
9.67 tons per year in hydrogen sulfide and 3.6 tons per year
increase in sulfuric acid, HySOy.

Fl uori des would al so increase, 5.2 tons per year.

Car bon nonoxi de, a toxic gas, 117 tons per year increase
under the new schene. Nitrogen oxide would increase by 384
tons per year.

Now, there are sonme conpounds here which woul d be
| onered. The total suspended particulates emtted fromthe
pl ant woul d go down by 60.5 tons; but the problematic part
of this is that by the increase in sonme of these conpounds,
for exanple, the sulfur conpounds AA sulfuric acid, HySQy,
coul d eventual ly increase the anmount of particulate matter,
particularly fine particles which are harnful to you as well
as the larger particles which are emtted and blown into the

at nosphere.
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How far do these gases travel? O course, sone of them
travel around the world. Sone atom c-sized particles, such
as hydrogen sul fide and ot her gases and nitrogen oxi de and
sul fur dioxide can travel literally around the world and can
be detected around the world. This is a map show ng the
Ri egelwood mll, the star in the mddle, and five 5-mle
radius circles going out. So, about 5 mles AA within the 5
mle area is New Berlin, Gooseneck, Sandy Hill, and nost of
Byrdville there.

Wthin a 10-mle area you can see Hedden Bl uff and
Hooper Hill to the east, and going out to Goose Hol |l ow on
the left and Buckhead. Wthin the 15-mle range, you're
getting into a very large area, alnost to the outskirts of
W m ngton and reaching part of Bladen County. Then within
the 20-mle radius you take in all of WImngton. Many of
t he conpounds, including particulate matter and all the
conmpounds, virtually all the compounds |isted here can
travel easily 20 mles, depending on which way the w nd
blows. So, | put this map up here just to give you an idea
that this mll, although you may not snell it in WI m ngton,
is polluting the air certainly in WIlmngton as well|l as nost
of Col unbus County.

Now, the format, the rest of the format for tonight's
hearing will be as | said, individual speakers comng up to

give their statenents; and we plan to have at the end of the
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evening a question and answer session; and you nay direct
your questions to anybody that you have a question for; and
so, | will ask you to hold your questions until the end.

So, | think we can probably AA unless there's anything
el se that needs to be recognized at this point AA any of ny
co-wor kers here AA Bonnie Ward, C aude is back there, and
Janet, and David AA alright. Okay, so let's nove then to
the next AA really, the first speaker for tonight, which

woul d be Gean Seay.

CEAN SEAY: Thank you. | was prepared for a 3-mnute. W
usual |y get knocked down to 3 minutes in these. | "mnot a
chem st, I'mnot going to hand out any of these chemn cal

nanmes that | don't understand either; Lou knows all of
t hose.

| do know t hat peopl e have never been sick as they are
today. |'ve kind of taken up a new past tinme in |ooking at
the obituaries every day in the paper; and if you | ook, nopst
days you' ve got as many people that have left this world
bet ween the ages of 1 and 60 as you have between 61 and a
hundred. That's not right. That's not right at all.

The majority of these health problenms are not caused by
di sease. They're caused by a broken-down i nmune systemt hat
all ows our body to malfunction or that has left it unable to
defend itself against cancer. Cancer is not a bacteria.

Soneti mes our imMune system even attacks us, as in
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rheumatoid arthritis, that's a good exanple of an

aut o-i mmune di sease. Cancer is at an all-time high in North
Carolina. 25 years ago, we had one of the lowest rates in
the country; today it's one of the highest rates AA 1 out of
2 men will have cancer in this state and 1 out of 3 wonen
Pedi atric cancer in children is increasing at al nost 2
percent a year. Asthma and di abetes are consi dered epidemc
in this area.

One out of every six couples in our country are now
unabl e to bear children. 60 percent of the problemis
attributed to the males. Mire than half of all pregnancies
result in a mscarriage, a stillbirth, or a less than
perfect baby. And one out of every 8 births is now
premature AA not just a week early but two or three nonths
early.

One out of every 5 children is |earning disabled and
birth defects are so common that every school now has a
class for "special™ children. | never saw a special child
when | was growing up in the 40s and in school in the 50s.
| don't know that | ever saw a child in a wheel chair; now,
they' re everywhere, they have entire classes for children
that can't function in the real world.

One out of every 100 births AA and this is the ones we
know about AA results in a child that is both male and

femal e AA did you know that? You can | ook that up on PBS.
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Those are the ones that we know about. Now, this is a
condition that's often seen in fish downstream of paper
mlls. Another problemthat hits close to this R egel wood
mll is the incidence of Guillain Barre Syndrome. | don't
know i f any of y'all have ever heard of that, but it is nore
than 1100 percent higher in this area than it is anywhere
el se and than expected by the Center for Disease Control in
Atlanta. GBS attacked three |IP enployees in one nonth | ast
year. It paralyzes you; it starts at the feet, both |egs,
wor ks up and paral yzes you conpl etely, including the
respiratory system And if you cannot get to a energency
roomin time, you'll literally die because you're going to
be on life support until this thing starts reversing itself.

There are no antibiotics to cure these di seases because
they' re not diseases and they're not caused by bacteria. |
think looking for a cure is nmuch like | ooking for a better
band-aid for a gunshot wound instead of |ooking for the
sniper. They're caused by a boiling toxic brew of
chem cals, chemicals that are shot into our air, injected
into the ground, and discharged into the rivers that we all
depend on.

Now, the N.C. Division of Air Quality currently allow a
total of nore than 28 and a half mllion pounds of toxic
em ssions fromthe Ri egelwod mll; you saw them up there on

the screen. They are poison to us, they are nore poison to
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our children because they're smaller. They' re devel oping.
It affects developing children; it affects children in the
wonb.

There is safe place left; there is nowhere to escape
to. This is not the tine to rubber stanp an approval for an
air quality permt; but it's the time to start reducing this
poison and it is time to make this industry start cl eaning
up their act. Thank you.

LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Janet Marsh Zeller.

JANET ZELLER: Thank you very nuch. ['mso very pleased to
be here. M nanme is Janet Zeller; |I'm Executive Director of
the Bl ue R dge Environnental Defense League. It sounds |ike

a nountain organi zation, but we are statew de and al so work
in South Carolina, Ceorgia AA a little bit in Georgia, a
little bit in east Tennessee and through nost of Virginia.

| want to explain before | get into my conments on the
| P proposal that several of the people in this roomand the
organi zations in this roomhad asked the NC Division of Ar
Quality for a public hearing on a revision to the Title V
permt. The Title V permt draft, which is of course the
Clean Air Act Permit, which is issued by the state under the
federal rule, under the Federal Clean Air Act was inproperly
noticed. DAQ had for a short time the notice of the IP
Draft Title Von its website where all of the notices are

kept and left it on there for approximately a week or ten
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days and then pulled it. And then it did not show up again,
even though the clock continued to tick for an opportunity
for people in the nei ghborhoods around I P or concerned
citizens fromany part of the region to cooment. So, there
was a real violation, | think, of our rights for a rea
public participation program So, that's one of the reasons
that we're holding this hearing tonight.

And many of the nenbers of the Environnmental Managenent
Comm ssi on have asked for a transcript of these coments;
and so, we'll be pleased to provide them the Environnental
Managenent Conmi ssion nenbers; and they are over the
Division of Air Quality. They are a citizens conm ssion in
North Carolina.

Maxi mum Achi evabl e Control Technol ogy (MACT) is
requi red under the Clean Air Act; and Maxi num Achi evabl e
Control Technology is defined by an EPA rul e maki ng process
for every type of large air pollution source. The pulp and
paper MACT as it's called is not even out yet. W're
expecting it to come out the 28th of February; and so, prior
to even the MACT being pronul gated, I P has nade a request to
EPA and to the NC Division of Air Quality to have a
conpletely alternate permt, equivalency by permt is what
it's called.

So, that means that one whole prom se of the federal

Clean Air Act, that all these pollution sources would have
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t he Maxi mum Avail abl e Control Technol ogy for every part of
the plant, is not going to be net if these proposal s nove
forward

One of the proposals is called an Innovative Technol ogy
Approach; and International Paper here at Ri egel wood and
al so at Roanoke Rapids has applied for an in-house or
on-site pollution trading schene; and they're wanting to
tell the Division of Air Quality and EPA what they w ||
reduce and what they will not reduce. And so, this is a
conplete throwi ng out of the whole concept of Maximm
Achi evabl e Control Technol ogy. And one of the efforts in
this nost recent application by IP for an innovative
t echnol ogy equi val ent AA by equival ency by permt, focuses
squarely on nethanol; and nethanol conmes out in huge anounts
frompaper mlls. It comes out of the recovery boiler, it
conmes out of the delignification, oxygen delignification
system it comes out of the effluent treatnment system so,
it cones out of many, many parts of the plant.

And so, what IP is proposing to do is to reduce
met hanol by putting in new equi prent and doi ng a new energy
program actually, they would be saving energy, but then not
do the upgrade for the washing and not do upgrades for the
tanks, all of which do emit nmethanol. And see, that's a
conplete violation of the prom se of Maxi mum Achi evabl e

Control Technol ogy. W are supposed to have the absolute
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best type pollution control systemin place. Once this
federal program the MACT rule goes into effect for pulp and
paper, we're supposed to have the best control for
pollutants for the washer systemand for every different
part of the plant.

And so, what this would do besides not decrease the
nmet hanol as could be done and shoul d be done fromoff the
shel f technol ogy, this would also nean that IP is
essentially witing its own permt. They' re deciding what
they're willing to do and what they're not willing to do;
and if this so-called innovative technol ogy approach gets
approved, we are going to have a real problemin determ ning
whether this plant is in conpliance or not. NMonitoring wll
be a real problemunder this approach because it's a system
wi de approach, not a contanm nant by contam nant approach.
And it's not Maxi num Achi evable Pollution Control, and it
certainly is not a precautionary approach.

Met hanol is a really bad polluter. 1t's a neurotoxin.
That means it attacks your brain and it attacks your nervous
system Methanol is especially dangerous for children and
it is suspected as a devel opnental toxin, causing |earning
di sabilities and ot her devel opnental problens for babies in
utero and for growi ng children. Methanol also attacks the
liver and is toxic to the gastrointestinal system And so,

| appl aud International Paper, | applaud themfor wanting to
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reduce nethanol fromtheir boiler system that's good. But
they cannot do it at the expense of conpletely rolling over
t he Maxi mum Achi evabl e Control Technol ogy upgrades that are
off the shelf, that are available right now for their
washers and their tanks and the rest of their system Thank
you.
LOU ZELLER  Ckay, and our next speaker woul d be David
M ckey.
DAVI D M CKEY: Thank you, Lou. |'mDavid Mckey. |[|'malso
a staff person with the Blue Ri dge Environnmental Defense
League. | work out of nmy home in Wnston Salem | was
asked to say a fewwords if | could about risk assessnent
and part of the whole permtting process here for
| nt ernati onal Paper involves sonmething called risk
assessment .

| thought 1'd take ny conputer and do a little research
on Googl e and see what m ght pop up about risk; and one of
the things that popped up is a page from sonething called
News & Nunbers and it says AA it's titled, Uncertainty,
Ri sk, Probability, OQdds; and it lists a fewthings. It says
dyi ng fromnucl ear power; that's a risk, so | recognized
that one right off the bat.

Deadly radiation, there's a risk there; dying in an
auto accident, deadly vehicle; and it lists a bunch of

|ottery nunbers. Mss Ceo is an exanple, | guess, of this.
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ESP, guessing, tarot cards, all those things AA well, the
|ottery exanple AA North Carolina doesn't have a lottery; we
don't have ganbling in North Carolina, so why we have risk
assessnments in a permt for paper mlls |I'mnot sure.

The Title V Ri sk Assessnent part is in a big docunent
here; International Paper has got an air permt draft that
they sent around, and they referenced AA they referenced
this piece called MACT Hammer Part 2 Application Case by
Case MACT Anal ysis Based on Ri sk Per Subsections 112 (j) and
(f) of the Clean Air Act Amendnents of 1990. Well, what
they have basically is a nodel, a conmputer nodel based on
assunptions that were devel oped by one of their consultants,
whi ch essentially is used to denonstrate the fact that there
is no risk, that they basically are not emtting enough
toxic pollutants to testify to additional controls. And
that's essentially the basis of their permt application.
That AA we'll see how that turns out, |I'msure. The Be
Saf e Canpai gn takes, of course, a different approach; and |
think we've got here AA on the table out there we've got
fact sheets about the risk assessnent, what's the difference
bet ween that approach and the approach in using the
precautionary approach; and Lou has nentioned that a little
bit in the Be Safe AA when we first started out here AA in

t he Be Safe Canpai gn
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Just a |l ook now at the back AA the first page on the
back side of that, and this is from C ean Production Action;
and it tal ks about risks and what's wong with risk
assessnment. And we can AA y'all please read this when you
get a mnute. But the thing that particularly struck ne
about this particular situation is where it says "Ri sk
assessnment is fundanmental ly undenocratic. The risk
assessment process is nost often confined to agency and
i ndustry scientists, consultants and sonetinmes a hi gh-tech
environnmental group.”™ I'mnot sure we're a high tech
environnmental group yet. "It traditionally does not include
public perceptions, priorities or needs and does not use
wi despread public participation.” | think we've got a good
exanple of that in what 1'd call, | guess a Dear John letter
fromthe Direction of the Division of Air Quality where
essentially we were denied a public hearing that we asked
for, which is why we're here tonight. And | understand
we're | ooking forward to anot her hearing opportunity on
March 1st. Hopefully we'll see everyone there. Thanks.

LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Mary Moore AA Ms. Moore.
MARY MOORE: | really hadn't planned to say a whole | ot, but
| do think that we should put nore enphasis on the health of
people. Now, | don't know how nany of you are aware that
the health departnent in North Carolina does not |ist us by

clusters when we have cancer. W see in the paper that
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sonebody is dead; | don't know what they do, but they wll
AA 1 don't know who they report to. W can't find out; we
only know that they don't know about clusters; and | feel
satisfied that we have clusters of cancer in this area and
| ots of other things.

And | was tal king yesterday to a | ady who has been
t eachi ng school, toddlers and young children, for thirty-one
years. She has retired. And she said that she finds it
hard to believe that so many of these children and the
t eachers and the teachers' husbands are on that Ritalin,
which is a drug basically to control the children. And she
said it didn't use to be Iike that. Well, | know that
because | renenber when my children were com ng up. W' ve
got to remenber that our bodies AA we are really what we
eat, what we drink, and what we breathe. And if we can't
keep the air pure and if we can't keep the water pure and if
we can't keep our food from being changed all around with AA
put together, that's bad. W need to be eating organic food
as much as we can. And you even AA you have to pay
nore for the organic seeds, and we have to be careful what
we're eating and what it's been sprayed with.

And this spraying that they do in the air is awful for
the people AA for themto have to breathe it. And we heard
toni ght how many tons it is, and ny daughter says when she

goes to work in the norning she can see the snoke stack j ust
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bel chi ng snmoke fromthe paper conpany over here; and we live
in Brunswi ck County. Then she goes across the river into

W m ngton and works and says she can turn around and still
see the snoke bel ching fromthe paper conpany; and we heard
toni ght what they have in there.

Qur bodies are not able to take all these inpurities
out. Wen our bodies were made AA when God made them he
made them so that he could take care of a | ot of things; but
when we put things in there that are not AA they're
synthetic. Many of these chem cals are synthetic and our
bodi es are conprom sed by these synthetic chem cals and al
the stuff that we breathe and drink. And when the synthetic
chem cals get into our system our body has no way to do it
but to store it until they can find out what to do with it.
Most of our bodies AA many of our people are getting sick
before their bodies find out what to do with them Wen we
| ook at them we don't know what's wong with them And a
ot of tines they've got things that have never AA people
just don't know what they're | ooking for because they've got
synptons that they haven't had before. And Gean stole ny
t hunder, | think, when she got up and told about so nany of
the things that we have had.

But | lost a good friend from Roanoke Rapi ds that had
suffered fromasthma and she suffered terribly, and she was

a good friend, but she was nuch, much younger than I am and
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she died in her sleep. And | thought AA | had not even
connected the fact that she lived in Roanoke Rapids and they
had a paper mll there, and | hadn't connected IP with the
paper mll in Roanoke Rapids. | don't know what | thought
it was anot her paper conpany; but she's dead and she was a

| ovely person. And I find so many peopl e who have ast hna
and they're suffering with it because of the air that

t hey' re breat hing.

So, | feel like that what we need to do is to try to
keep our air as pure as it is and we need to eat organic
foods and we need to do sonething about these synthetic
chem cals that the chem cal conpanies are putting out. And
you were tal king about AA what was the term you used about
t he assessnents?

DAVID M CKEY: R sk assessnents.

MARY MOORE: The risk assessnents. | think it's very likely
that the chem cal conpanies are going to get us before the
Iragis can do it or anybody else; and | hate to say that,

but I think it's bad. Thank you, sir.

LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Allie Moore.

ALLIE MOORE: |I'mAllie More. Mary Jean stole ny thunder
LOU ZELLER  Ckay. Well, thank you for comng. Qur next
speaker on the list here is, um | can't read the first nane
so well. [It's Mal pass.

MASON MALPASS: Mason.
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LOU ZELLER  Mason Mal pass.

MASON MALPASS: Thank you. |'m Mason Mal pass. | don't have
any big title. 1'mjust a concerned citizen in Col unbus
County. | was raised within probably 7 or 8 m|es of

Ri egel wood. For the first twenty sonme years of ny life |
knew of one person that had cancer. Today | don't know a
famly who it hasn't touched. M first wife died with
cancer. M second wi fe has had cancer and is in rem ssion.
She | ost a daughter to cancer. \Wat's happened between the
time that | was growing up and today? O course, there was
no paper mll there when | was growi ng up. That was not the
only thing AA the paper mlIl is not the only thing that's
polluting our air and our water. The nodern things that we
enj oy, the way they are nmade, all contribute. So, we want
to find sonebody to blane. Eve blanmed the snake; Adam
bl aned Eve and Cod.

| read a comc strip years ago, Pogo, that said we have
nmet the eneny and he is us. So, we all have sone
responsibility. W demand the things that we have. And
nost of the tinme we don't consider the cost. The air
pollution AA it's not just air pollution. Wat happens to
it after it gets spilled into the air AA a lot of it just
floats around forever, sonme of it very small; but nost of it
cones back to the earth. W breathe it, we eat it in the

things that we eat, we drink it in our water AA it's not
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just air pollution. It's worldly pollution; and if we don't
do sonething about it, we're AA there's not going to be
anyone left to do anything about it. W can't do AAif we
don't speak up for the people around us, there won't be
anyone to speak up for us.

It's somewhat hazardous to breathe but we don't have
much choice. 1t's rather hazardous not to breathe; so, we
need to do everything that is possible to do to keep our air
and our water as clean as we possibly can.

| don't know what the answers are, but | know that nore
coul d be done than is being done; and yes, to clean things
up will cost nore; and yes, our jobs are going to other
countries. W've got to pay sone kind of a price to breathe
clean air and to have clean water to drink. Wat are we
willing to pay? Thank you.

LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Sheila More.

SHEI LA MOORE: |'m Sheila More, and | would |ike to thank
everyone at BREDL for sponsoring this hearing and everyone
for com ng.

In times past | have canoed up the Cape Fear back of IP
and |'ve been up Livingston Creek along side IP, and |'ve
seen the fishernmen every now and then pull a fish in, and
|"ve seen children swimring at that |anding behind the
plant. But these days when | AA | would be the one to see

the plant on ny way to work in the norning AA as | do about
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60 over that bridge into WIlmngton, | just gaze off to the
west and it's like a big mushroomcloud, and I knowit's IP
in Riegelwood. It's big and | snell it a |ot of nornings,
everybody does. They don't all know what it is. These days
when | see that thing, and | read the paper and | read the
obituaries and | see all the people that are ny age or
younger that live in Colunbus County or Bladen County or al
around, | knowit's wong. | know a |ot of people fromthe
pl ant that have cancer and have neurol ogi cal problens. Sone
of them have died. There are people now that still have
cancer fromit. That plant is a hodgepodge of fornmal dehyde,
mercury, dioxin, chlorine AA chlorine gas com ng out of it.
It's dangerous. It belches out of those stacks and it oozes
into the creek. Sanples taken out of that |eaking | agoon
were identified by the state as AA the contents were al nost
identical to what's in the creek AA it's the sanme thing as
in the lagoon. W know it, IP knows it, NC DENR knows it
and they continue to turn a blind eye. But | think the
time has conme to clean it up; it's long since gone by. It
woul d be a great disservice to the citizens of southeastern
North Carolina for the state to pass another cookie cutter
program and to not clean P up. That's all 1've got. Thank
you.

LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Jim Caul der.

JIMCAULDER: | didn't sign up to speak.
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LOU ZELLER  Ckay, my next on the list would be Bonnie Ward.
BONNI E WARD: Hell o everyone, |'m Bonnie Ward with the Bl ue
Ri dge Environnental Defense League. This has been an
on-going project for ne for a long tinme; but | want to know
one thing AA we have asked for a hearing by the state and
VHY IN THE WORLD WAS I T DENIEDI | WANT TO ASK THE STATE
THAT, AND | WANT A DEFI NI TE ANSWER AA NOW Thank you very
much.

LOU ZELLER  d aude, do we have sonme nore speakers signed
up?

CLAUDE WARD: Yes sir (comng forward with the list).

LOU ZELLER  Ckay, our next speaker is Rosie Ward.

ROSIE WARD: Hell o, everyone. M nane is Rosie Ward, and |
wor k at Handy Hugo's in Riegelwod; and | see the snoke and
all the stuff comng up and snell it, too. And for six
years |'ve worked there and for four years |'ve had
enphysema. So, it's not a good thing to breathe that air;
and | work at the Handy Hugo's and | go over to the drug

store and | give themny noney for inhalers. So, this is ny

job; and so, no, | don't like the snell of it and | don't
like what it's doing to nme. | can't walk fromhere to the
car without being tired. So, it's AAit's bad AA so, |'ve

had this for four years and it's just not good. So, the
sooner the better. Thank you.

LOU ZELLER  The next speaker is Hope Tayl or- Guevar a.
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HOPE TAYLOR- GUEVARA: Hi, |'m Hope Tayl or- Guevara of C ean
Water for North Carolina and we're an environnmental justice
group that is based in Asheville and in Durham and while in
Dur ham we don't have any paper mlls, we do have one that is
up-wi nd from Asheville and al so upstream from Tennessee on
the Pigeon River. And it's because of that mll, the Blue
Ri dge Paper Products, which was fornerly a Chanpion
International mll, which is the sane conpany that owned

t hat Roanoke Rapids m |l until recently when International
Paper bought them in 1999 it was bought out. Actually it
was at a sort of fire sale price because Chanpion coul dn't
wait to get rid of it, by the workers at Blue Ri dge Paper
Products, they bought a little | ess than 50 percent of it;
and because those workers and the union | eadership at that
time were concerned about the nunber of cancers they were
seeing in and around their community and because they had
some new power in governing the organization, we agreed to
work with them W negotiated a joint study to focus on
reduci ng chlorine usage at that plant, substituting it with
oxygen- based chenmi cal s AA pure oxygen at high concentration,
ozone, or hydrogen peroxide AA in order to reduce the anpunt
of dioxin that facility was producing, and also to |ook at
the water quality benefits. It was predom nantly focused on
water quality benefits at that tinme because what that

conpany had been doing to the Pigeon R ver had becone a huge
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interstate political issue for a nunmber of years and there
was a | ot of pressure there. That was negotiated in the
fall of 2000. As you know, the federal adm nistration
changed in early 2001; we began seeing a difference even
before the actual study took place. But, in fact, the study
went ahead. W actually brought in a coalition of
envi ronnmental groups, jointly paid for that study with Bl ue
Ri dge Paper Products workers and we brought in an
I nternational Canadian Pul p & Paper expert who did a
wonder ful study AA the results of that are available to
anyone who's interested AA that showed not only substanti al
wat er quality benefits, substantial reduction in chlorinated
organics. W didn't specifically study dioxin, but it would
necessarily have decreased as well AA and reduced costs.
And unfortunately, it happened cl ose enough to the
permtting time and EPA was feeling enough under the gun
that they didn't take tinme to |ook at all aspects of the
study; but they strongly supported sone of the nmain
t echnol ogy approaches that were recommended by the study.
This report was conpletely ignored by the Division of
Water Quality in the permtting effort and it has resulted
in aloss of opportunity for air quality benefits as well;
because we know, even though that wasn't the focus of the
study, we know that there would have been substantial air

quality benefits.
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W' ve al so been hearing about the Ri egelwood mll,
which is the only paper mill in North Carolina which has
hi gher toxic em ssions than Bl ue Ri dge Paper Products; and
hi gher production as well. And it's gotten away with a | ot
of what it's done for a nunber of years because instead of
bei ng upwi nd of a beautiful nmountain city and upstream of a,
you know, a river, a smaller river, it's near the nouth of
the Cape Fear River and it's near the coast where there are
fewer people. They know they're going to snell it but these
coastal breezes are not going to make it as obvious; but in
fact, its toxic em ssions are definitely greater than those
of Bl ue Ri dge Paper Products.

And its permt is horrific because it has a | arger
property boundary line and the state toxin limts AA and |'m
sure, I"'msorry | wasn't here for the first few m nutes AA
are hundreds to thousands of times greater than they are for
Bl ue Ri dge Paper Products which is already a huge threat to
its community. And the Division of Air Quality and the way
that it handles the state air toxic permtting is horrific.
So, we're deeply concerned about that.

There is AA the way that the pulp and paper industry is
allowed to use our air and water in North Carolina is an
unabashed corporate subsidy that we have all owed to happen
And it's tinme for a real uprising against this industry.

There needs to be a whole | ot nore done about the coal -fired
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power generators as well. That's an industry has al ready
faced sone accountability; it's time for the same | evel of
attention to be leveled onto this industry which has many of
the sane air issues, because they largely do burn coal as a
power source that the utility boilers have; but haven't cone
under anything like the same |evel of scrutiny; so, it is

| ong past tinme for that to happen.

We know, we've al so been hearing for a nunber of years
froma menber of ours who actually knows the industry well
AA so, | can't say this person's name AA has been sending us
phot ographs of the visible stack em ssions from R egel wood
for a nunber of years. And | don't know how many of y'al
have taken a |l ook at this permit and seen the way that
vi si bl e em ssions, opacity, how dark the em ssions are, is
supposed to be regulated; but there is this sort of joke of
a procedure that involves looking at it for six mnutes and
deciding it's normal and, you know, doing this once a day;
and so, it's totally self-regulated, pretty AA pretty
subj ecti ve.

And this person has said that he's gone back and forth
past and near that plant and, you know, has nonitored it
informally for hours at a time, and he said the stack
em ssions are well above 40 percent opacity. And, you know,
he knows the pul p and paper industry; he has visited plants

all over the southeast and he knows what can be done; and
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he's been outraged by this plant. He said these people just
don't care AA they just don't care. They know they can do
better; and even by the normal standards of a filthy
i ndustry, they just don't care. So, | wanted to point that
out .

We are very concerned about hydrogen sul fide em ssions.
As you all have heard already, the pul p and paper industry
is trying to escape accountability for hydrogen sulfide
em ssions, particularly fromits waste water systemns;
anot her thing that this industry has been allowed to do is
to have huge wi de open ponds that emt a trenmendous anount
of air toxins, not even nonitored for. People just sort of
throw up their hands and say, oh, we don't know how to
nmonitor for these toxins. And, you know, they don't | ook,
they don't see; and they're trying to claimthat the hog
i ndustry, which is also a filthy industry to air and water,
is emtting so many nore tines than the pul p and paper
industry is. This industry has plenty of noney, plenty of
resources, and we have been subsidizing it far too long. |If
they were having to pay for noderately treated water, 60 to
70 mllion gallons a day, at the price that we pay AA a
fraction of the price that we pay for drinking water, they'd
be out of business in a heart beat. So, the subsidy needs
to stop. W need to realize that what our bodi es have been

telling us or reacted to is absolutely on target. There's a
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ot to be concerned about; and when workers are put in a
position where they have a little bit of power and don't
threatened, they'll talk about that. They'|Il talk about it
even to environnmentalists and | et you know they're very
concerned about their health, too.

So, thank you all very nuch for being here tonight.
Thank you very nuch, Lou, for organizing the hearing and
t hank you very nuch for all the good work you're doing.
LOU ZELLER  Qur next speaker is Claude Ward.
CLAUDE WARD: Thank you, Lou. | wish to thank everyone for
bei ng here tonight that did conme. | had quite a few people
prom se nme that they were going to be here. A lot of them
were workers at the plant who conpl ai ned about health
probl ens, and they were worri ed about com ng and speaki ng,
worried about their jobs. | see the jobs overcane their
fears.

| work out of the eastern office of Blue Ri dge
Envi ronnent al Defense League in Burgaw. | first becane
acquainted with this plant in 1952. W played a footbal
ganme right across fromthe plant. W were rated No. 2 in
the state at that tinme. It was a key gane because
Acne-Delco at that time was undefeated. Wen we got off the
bus, we had a trenmendous incentive to get that ball gane
over with in a hurry. The officials stopped it with three

mnutes to go in the first half, 56 to nothing. W did not
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| ose AA except nobst of the team was sick and could not go to
school the follow ng Monday. Sone of us were out through
Wednesday. That was my first introduction to that plant. |
since have travel ed back and forth by it many tinmes. | have
yet to pass it but what | didn't get a burning sensation in
nmy | ungs.

| live in Burgaw, which is quite a ways fromthe plant;
and at times | could sit on ny front porch and take an air
sanple and told exactly what they were putting out and in
what anount. That's a |long ways fromthe plant.

Now, nost of you have covered the technical part of it.
| want to hit the two places that really need to be hit.

The Division of Air Quality permtting office. This office
was formed to protect the citizens of this state. They have
become so misinforned until they protect industry; they
rubber stanp the permts; when we ask for a hearing, we
don't get it. Who do you think pays your salaries? 1Is it
the mills or is it the citizens of this state? It's tine
for you to wake up and snell the roses, not the plant.

No. 2, as many people as | have talked with that are
sick and the chem cals that are being put into the air from
this plant, the EPA has proposed a study and the studies are
i nconpl ete. How can you permt sonething that you do not
know what you're permtting? |If it's that inconplete, why

has it not been conpleted? Sonme of them are even schedul ed
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to be AA the conpletion date is 2006, 2005 AA well, here are
the permts there now Either nmake them conply, conplete
your studies and stick to it, or resign and | eave your
of fi ces because you're not doing the will of the people. |
shoul d not be up here belittling agencies; but when they do
it to thenselves, I'll just echo what they're doing. They
are not doing their jobs, they' re rubber stanmping permts,
and not protecting the citizens of this state.

This plant is just one exanple in this area. | can see
the smoke fromthis plant 25 mles away. Mst of the tine
when they're really emtting nost of the em ssions fromthis
pl ant, where are your officials who nonitor the plant?
They're hone in bed asleep. | conme fromneetings and travel
by these plants; and when | get hone, it's two or three
hours before nmy lungs quit hurting fromsnelling the ness.
It's time for you to do sonething besides sit at your desk
and rubber stanp every permt that conmes across it. And
"1l hush with that statement; it's time to get your act
toget her. Thank you.

LOU ZELLER That's all; thank you, M. Ward. That's the

| ast speaker we have signed up to speak here tonight. 1Is

t here anybody that wanted to speak or wanted to sign up that
hasn't had a chance to say anything yet? This is your
opportunity.

(There was no response)
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LOU ZELLER  Ckay.

(No further comrents were mnade)

STATE OF NORTH CARCLI NA
CERTI FI CATE

COUNTY OF NEW HANOVER

|, GEAN M SEAY, a Notary Public and Court Reporter in and
for the State of North Carolina, County of Brunsw ck, do hereby
certify that the foregoing 38 pages constitute a true and
accurate transcript of The People's Hearing on the the Title V
permt of International Paper, held at 7 p.m, on February 12th,
2004, in the Conference Room of the Boys and Grls Home, Lake
Waccamaw, North Carolina, which was taken down and transcri bed by
me on the date set forth in the record and before the persons
named therein. | further certify that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, or a
relati ve or enpl oyee of such attorney or counsel, nor am |
financially interested in this action.

W TNESS ny hand and notarial seal this 13th day of February,
2004.

GCean M Seay
My comm ssi on expires:

Sept enber 10, 2007
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